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mystery, because it involves the recognition
of a Beginner, above time, or that limited,
changeable, successive, modo of being, which
we experience ourselves, and recognize in all
other creatures. But, though linked with
mystery, the conception is definite, and results
from a simple law of thought, of which the
cogency seems irresistible, and cannot bo
shown to involve any contradiction. It is not
only conceivable, but truo; find not only true,
but conceived, the more closely we reflect upon
it, as a necessary truth.

The doctrine, for which the clearest evidence
of consciousness is claimed, really consists of
two elements, that time is a law of thought, not
a law of things (Disc. p. 582), and that of this
timo no limitation or beginning is conceivable.
Now this seems to combine together two
things really inconceivable, that time is purely
subjective, and that wo arc compelled to con-
ceive of its existing without limit, wholly
independent either of any "thinking subject or
of any real objective existence,

Timo is a common condition of our own
thoughts, our bodily motions, the thoughts
of others, and thoir motions, of the state of
every object around us, whether conscious or
unconscious, and of the wliolo created uni-